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This book is dedicated to my Dad, Aniello, who died 
when I was only ten.  I can still remember that sea 
robin fish we caught together fishing at Savin Rock 

Beach in New Haven when I was six years old. 
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This native Pasture Rose (Rosa carolina) is for you, 
JoAnne.  It is one of my favorite wildflowers. 

I want to thank JoAnne, my wife of 20 
years, and my two sons, Neil and Anthony 
for sharing good times in the great outdoors 
with me.    Sometimes, the arduous work we 
do on our Charter Oak Tree Farm seems 
overwhelming but we persevere together 
and the land gives us back its beauty and its 
wonder.     
 
I want to also thank my mom, Francesca, 
for giving me unconditional love and 
latitude to explore the world of wildlife 
during my youth.   She sacrificed a lot for 
my four brothers and me.     
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Wildlife has been my life.   This is a major 
understatement.  To me, living would not be the same 
without wildlife.   There are some that will go through 
life without any concern or any care for the natural 
world… I cannot be one of them.   Nature is all 
around us.   It is part of the fabric of our existence on 
Earth.   Wildlife and our natural surroundings is 
something that each and every one of us has in 
common.   We all share the commonality of Earth’s 
gifts of clean air, clean water, clean soil and the 
organisms that create a biodiverse world.   Without a 
biodiverse world, we would not have the quality of 
life, as we know it.    The thing that binds us and 
makes us one is the Earth.   
 
This book is for all people, no matter what the 
economic status.  I hope I can convey my passion for 
wildlife and the importance of realizing that wildlife 
is a renewable natural resource that we are the 
stewards of.    I will write about a variety of wildlife 
conservation issues and what I see as means to 
improve and move forward in managing those 
challenges.     
 
Our wildlife resource and its ecological underpinnings 
require a long-range viewpoint with intelligent 
planning. 
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I will share with you what wildlife meant to me as a 
child growing up in Connecticut and I will also share 
some of my ideas for correcting some of the wildlife 
challenges facing Connecticut today.     
 
I will hopefully help you understand that wildlife is a 
renewable natural resource.    Until we admit that to 
ourselves and accept it, sustainable wildlife solutions 
will be harder to find. 
 
I don’t know everything about wildlife; it would take 
a lifetime to even scratch the surface; but I will share 
with you my insights whenever I can.  I am very 
fortunate and thank the citizens of Connecticut for a 
career in a field that I could only dream about 
working in every day.  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Viceroy butterfly on New York Ironweed at Charter 
Oak Tree Farm. 

Picone 
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When I ask this question to an audience, most respond 
that there were more woods 200 years ago.    They’ll 
say there must have been more woods back 
then…look at all the development today.     If I could 
sound the buzzer like they do on Family Feud, I 
would blare it loud and clear.   There are actually 

Picone 
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more woods in Connecticut today than 200 hundred 
years ago!   As I mentioned earlier, two hundred years 
ago about 75 % of our State was in pasture or field 
conditions because of the predominantly agricultural 
economy.   
 
By the early and mid 1900’s, Connecticut lost farms 
to higher paying jobs in factories and to the western 
emigration to the deeper and better farming soils. 
 
Forest-dwelling wildlife began their major comeback 
during the mid and later 1900’s as woods grew back 
on abandoned farm fields.  Today, we are witnessing 
the comeback of some of our forest wildlife species 
such as the black bear.  Connecticut has about 1.8 
million acres of forested land and about 70 percent of 
it is saw timber-sized trees.    
 
Many of our forest trees are 80 to 120 years old.  This 
creates good conditions for many of our forest-
dwelling wildlife species.    Some towns in the 
northwest part of our State such as Colebrook and 
Barkhamsted are over 80 percent forested.   
 
 
 To find out more about your town’s land use statistics 

go to:   http://clear.uconn.edu/  .  
  
C.L.E.A.R. is the Center for Land Use Education and 
Research at the University of Connecticut. 
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The loss of farms and the farming experience for the 
majority of people in Connecticut, I believe, has 
rippling effects into other areas of our lives.   It was 
great for wildlife, but not so great for our society at 
large.     As most of crop farming faded so did much 
of our connection to the land.   The per capita 
involvement in agricultural activities has precipitously 
fallen and fewer students work summers on a farm, 
unlike most of our ancestors.    Farming was the major 
reason that we set up the shorter school year.    
Recruiting farm help from school children at a critical 
time of the growing season was important in those 
days.    As self-sufficient family farms gave way to 
fast food chains, supermarkets and long range 
trucking of goods, people also started losing touch 
with where the food comes from and it is no wonder 
many children think food only comes from the 
refrigerator.   Going to the store to get all our food 
needs has lead to a feeling of instant gratification 
versus the thoughtful planning and arduous work 
needed to plant and harvest crops or raise chickens or 
cows for food.     As the majority of our people moved 
away from farming and more and more indoors, they 
continued to lose the connection to the land.  I believe 
that this shift has ramifications for every segment of 
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society from the toddler to the adult.   Common sense, 
hard work, and planning that were needed to raise 
agricultural commodities helped to prepare people for 
life’s challenges.  The school-aged children learned to 
get up early and put in a hard day’s work at a local 
farm during school vacation periods.    
 
My four brothers and I were lucky as children to have 
been able to work on a bedding plant and vegetable 
farm in Cheshire, Connecticut.   We worked part-time 
after school starting in the winter preparing potting 
materials and planting flowers and vegetables for the 
spring planting season.   We worked full time during 
our February, April and summer school vacations.  
We had a one-hour lunch break during which we 
explored the woods, fields and river on the farm.     
 
As the weather broke in April, we would fish the 
Quinnipiac River or hike the fields and woods.     
Sometimes we played pickup basketball, soccer, or 
football with the whole work crew, which was 
comprised of many of our cousins and friends.      In 
the fall, we hunted waterfowl, rabbits, grouse, and 
woodcock that were plentiful near the farm’s fields 
and in the floodplain forest.     What was really neat 
about our work was that it forced us to touch the 
earth’s soil, prepare it, amend it and create a container 
that would support a living flower or a vegetable plant 
that would then be sold for market.   
 
I had to learn to recognize dozens of types of flowers 
and vegetables as part of the work.   Each potted plant 
had a tag with its name, growth pattern and simple 
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planting instructions.   When the trucks rolled in May 
to buy the plants, I had to know the difference 
between King Tut Marigold from the Sparky 
Marigold or the Salad Bowl lettuce from the Romaine 
lettuce in order to fill the order and check it off on the 
packing list.   I often wonder if experiencing that 
process in my youth helped me gain an early 
appreciation for plants and their nomenclature. 
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Deer are renewable natural resources.  Sound 
awkward?   Does it sound strange to think of deer as 
renewable natural resources?    We easily talk about 
renewable resources such as clean air and clean water 
and readily understand that if we use air and water 
judiciously it will renew itself into perpetuity.    The 
majority of people, on the other hand, don’t look at 
deer, as a renewable resource or even as a useable 

 White-tailed deer grazing on a suburban 
lawn in Connecticut. 

Picone 
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resource.    It is generally perceived as something to 
protect or admire and not to be used.   
 
Even some school children, when surveyed think deer 
are uncommon or endangered.   Without personal 
experience, most people don’t understand that deer 
are very common today and are a truly renewable 
natural resource.     Teaching the public at large simple 
facts about deer biology and ecology is important if 
we want to help change the “bambi” definition of 
deer.    
 
Connecticut deer numbers went from a low of an 
estimated dozen in the early 1800’s to over 70,000 
today.   Beginning in 1974, annual deer harvests by 
hunters have been in the low 1000’s during the early 
years to about 13,000 deer in recent years.    Since 
1974, Connecticut deer hunters have harvested 
thousands and thousands of pounds of deer meat for 
consumption.   Thousands of deer heads and skins 
were prepared by taxidermists. Thousands of hides 
were tanned.    Hundreds of thousands of hours of 
recreational time were enjoyed in the woods and 
fields.    Millions of dollars were spent on hunting-
related equipment.    Restaurants were visited 
hundreds of thousands of times for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner going to or coming from hunting excursions.    
Sporting good stores were frequented and millions of 
dollars were spent on guns, bows, ammunition, 
clothes and equipment.   The deer population would 
be a lot larger than the estimated 70,000 if it were not 
for regulated hunting and the use of the deer resource 
by hunters.     The average success for deer hunters is 
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between 7 to 20 percent.   This means, at most, only 
20 hunters out of a hundred successfully put their 
harvest tag on a deer.    It is no secret that there is 
more to hunting than just harvesting a deer.   
Harvesting a deer is not as easy as it may seem.   If 
you don’t believe it, take a hunter safety course and 
try to harvest a deer for yourself.     You will quickly 
learn that deer are not as easy to harvest when you 
have a license and permit in your hand.   
 
Hunters view deer as renewable natural resources and 
also as beautiful creatures.    The majority of hunters 
realize that hunting manages the deer population and 
also helps put healthy food on the table and gives 
them quality recreational time outdoors.    
 
Hunting is highly regulated with specific seasons and 
limits.    The harvest quotas are set in Connecticut to 
balance the deer population with human needs, plant 
diversity and local land uses.  Modern regulated 
hunting does not cause wildlife to become rare and 
endangered.    Today, habitat destruction or habitat 
elimination is the main cause of some wildlife species 
to become endangered, not regulated hunting.    There 
are no animals in Connecticut or the United States that 
are threatened or endangered because of legal and 
regulated hunting.   
 
Do we want more deer to be killed on our highways 
by cars and putting people in danger or do we want 
more deer to be harvested for food?   The more deer 
are harvested for food the less deer will be hit by cars.    
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What animal in the United States causes more human 
deaths?   Is it bees?  Is it snakes?    The answer is 
deer.  There are between 150 and 200 human fatalities 
each year due to motor vehicle strikes on our 
highways. 
 
Connecticut has about 3000 documented deer road 
kills each year.  DEP Deer Program Biologists 
estimate that there are many more that go 
undocumented.   New York has about 25,000 deer 
road kills and Pennsylvania has about 50,000 deer 
road kills per year. 
You can see by those statistics that a lot of car 
accidents have deer involved.   Most accidents in 
Connecticut occur where there is the highest number 
of deer per square mile.  Fairfield County leads in CT 
in deer road kills and has the highest density of deer. 
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Deer means many different things to many different 
people.   There is probably no other animal in 
Connecticut that conjures up more emotion from the 
public.    Picture a whitetail doe with her two young of 
the year walking along a country farm road on a crisp 
autumn day with the brilliant colors of leaves in the 
backdrop (see Illustration 1.).   It is a beautiful sight to 
most people; whether a hiker, a mountain biker, or a 
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hunter.    Most nature enthusiasts will take away a 
sense of beauty and grace.    Put a farmer in the 
picture and he may have a few choice words for the 
beautiful creatures especially when the semi-dwarf 
apple trees he has planted in the adjoining fields get 
trimmed by deer each night from its bottom five feet 
of leaves, blossoms and buds.    The farmer sees these 
deer as nothing more than rats with hooves and wants 
them out of his orchard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With few natural predators remaining and plenty of 
habitat, the white-tailed deer’s population has 
exploded in Connecticut to unprecedented highs.    In 
the past Native Americans, mountain lions, and 
wolves were the main predators of deer.    The co-
evolution of deer and natural predators has resulted in 

 

 
 Illustration 1.  A doe and two young of the year on an October 

morning in Connecticut. 

Picone 
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deer’s high propensity to reproduce.   This co-
evolution is reflected in the high reproductive output 
of deer.     Deer have behaviors and adaptations to 
avoid predation.  Remove several of the predators, 
give it good habitat conditions and it is no wonder the 
deer population is doing so well.  
 
Deer have four stomachs so they can eat food quickly 
and then find a hiding spot, where they can hear, 
smell or see predators while they regurgitate their 
food (ruminate).   This is a survival adaptation that the 
deer have evolved.   It is also a reason why hunting 
deer is not as easy as some think. 
 
Can you blame the farmer for getting upset at the deer 
that go to his orchard every day to browse the lower 5 
½ feet of the trees including the leaves, buds and 
apples ?     As the farmer watches this, he has steam 
coming out of his ears because the deer are damaging 
his cash crop and it affects his hard work and profits.   
The farmer develops a different viewpoint than the 
rest of society when looking at the deer in Illustration 
1.     The viewpoints vary depending on ones 
background and experience.       I ponder though, what 
if society viewed deer as a renewable natural resource 
would they be more understanding of the farmer’s 
plight?    
 
For now, the deer management dilemma will continue 
until we get people in leadership roles to understand 
the realities of deer as renewable natural resources.     
Unfortunately, the lack of understanding deer as a 
renewable natural resource leads the state legislature 
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to pass wildlife laws that are counter-productive to 
hunting and hunters. 
 
Some places in Connecticut have deer densities up to 
60 deer per square mile.    Deer would not get to those 
densities if people would stop over-protecting them 
and begin to look at deer as a renewable natural 
resource rather than a fictional story about a cute deer 
and the “bad” hunters shooting its mother.    
 
Private landowners, municipal leaders, land trusts, 
water companies, conservation organizations hold the 
key to the land access to this renewable natural 
resource.  If the landowners/managers of the land 
change their mindset and look at deer as a renewable 
natural resource and allow the annual harvest of deer 
on their lands, progress could be made at reducing 
problems associated with high deer densities. 
 
If they choose to ignore civil service wildlife 
biologists professional guidance and pay attention to 
animal rightists… the end result will be the use of 
very expensive, unproven, experimental methods and 
taxpayers will pay the bill.      
 
There is already a functioning solution to the deer 
management challenge in Connecticut.  There are 
taxpaying hunters ready and willing to pay the State 
for the opportunity to harvest a renewable natural 
resource (i.e. Deer) and reduce the population to a 
more desirable level.  All this, however, makes too 
much common sense. 
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Regulated hunting using hunters that are willing to 
pay to harvest deer is the most cost-effective and 
natural way to manage this renewable natural 
resource.   

�
�
 
 
 
 

My son, Anthony, harvested a deer, a renewable natural 
resource, from our land.   Deer are a great source of 
organically grown meat. 

Picone 
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I have been giving slide presentations on improving 
habitat for the last 17 years.  A favorite question I ask 
the audience is:  “Has anyone here ever worked as a 
Habitat Manager?”   Rarely does a hand go up.   
 
Once in a while someone will raise their hand and 
mention that they worked for a State agency or a 
nature center that did some habitat management.    
 
I ask the audience: “Has anyone here ever planted a 
flower, shrub or tree?     
 
Has anyone ever mowed their lawn or hired someone 
to mow it?”    
 
If you’ve done anything involving planting, seeding, 
mowing, cutting, shearing, or pruning… you are a 
HABITAT MANAGER.     
 
What many fail to realize is that whatever we do to 
the landscape is part of the whole environment.  Our 
yards are not separate from the ecosystem; it is part 
of it.   Most people seem to disconnect their living 
areas from the rest of the world.  The ecosystem 
wasn’t formed that way.    When you think 
ecologically you start to realize that your yard isn’t 
just an isolated separate piece of land.  The way 
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you manage your land and outside living space can 
make a difference for wildlife.     
 
Earlier I mentioned in this book that today it is 
possible to see a Scarlet Tanager feeding on insects 
and berries in a small backyard patch of woods during 
spring and fall migration periods.  It won’t stay there 
to nest in the spring if the patch of woods is not big 
enough for its breeding habitat requirements but it 
will stop there to feed as it migrates through.      
 
If you plant a variety of seasonal food and cover 
plants, you will create wildlife habitat that may attract 
a variety of migratory songbirds as they make their 
fall and spring migrations.  You may also attract local 
nesting songbirds that have adapted to smaller patches 
of woods.   
 
You can enhance habitat in a small way by just adding 
nectar plants for hummingbirds such as Cardinal 
flower (Lobelia cardinalis) or Trumpet Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera semprevirens).  Planting native tubular 
flowers are key to attracting the beautiful hummer.    
One spring I witnessed a female hummingbird 
collecting the fluff from a cattail head to use for 
nesting material.  She came back twice to pick up 
more .   
 
You can attract Monarch butterflies by planting native 
wildflowers and their larval food plants that they need 
to lay their eggs on such as Orange Milkweed 
(Ascelpias tuberosa) or Red Milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata).        
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I have written a guide entitled Enhancing Your 
Backyard Habitat for Wildlife that is available 
through the DEP Wildlife Division.    I emphasize 
enhancing habitats using native plants and promoting 
diverse seasonal food and cover. 
 
Sometimes, we do things just because it was the way 
we were taught or because we watched our parents 
and grandparents perform certain activities.    
Maintaining a big green lawn, I am convinced, is 
learned behavior that stems from being a creature of 
habit.   I remember getting my first plastic 
lawnmower that made the “vroom… vroom” noise 
and boy what fun I had pushing that toy around.   
What a way to condition me to like to push a 
lawnmower at an early age.     We absorb subtle and 
real cues from our elders and it sticks with us 
throughout our adult lives almost as though it was 
programmed and hard wired. 
 
Why do you suppose we have thousands of resident 
Canada geese that don’t migrate north anymore and 
stay in Connecticut?  Here is one very short answer:  
large green lawns and ponds.    
 
What would you do if you were a Canada goose? 
 
Would you need to fly thousands of miles to the 
grass-like tundra or would you stay comfy right here 
in Connecticut where you can eat lush green grass, 
nest, and be close to water?     
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I have watched, in my lifetime, Canada geese become 
a local nuisance.  They can each excrete up to a quart 
a day of feces into our waters and onto our land.  Ball 
fields, golf courses, lawns, ponds and lakes in 
Connecticut are becoming over-run with geese. 
     
Ask the Connecticut waterfowl program biologist 
about the migratory Canada goose population that 
makes the long seasonal migration and you will learn 
that the migratory goose populations are growing a lot 
slower compared to the resident goose populations.    
 
Why are migratory goose populations growing 
slower?   
 
First, hunters take their fair share during the hunting 
seasons from Canada to Maryland.  The migrations 
also require stamina and fitness on the part of the 
geese to make the long trek.   Long migrations have 
the potential for many perils including bad storms and 
harsh winter temperatures.    
 
There is also limited access to land where resident 
geese are and the harvest rate isn’t as high compared 
to the migratory population harvest. 
 
Hunting geese is a traditional and approved method to 
harvest a renewable natural resource.   
 
In Connecticut, do you think the local park recreation 
manager looks at Canada geese as a renewable natural 
resource?   
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Do you think that most of the general public looks at 
Canada geese as a renewable natural resource?   
 
Perhaps not.   “Why?”, you may ask.    
 
Do they look for hunters to harvest this renewable 
natural resource?   
 
Not a chance… Ok…Rarely. 
 
People that use or frequent athletic fields and parks 
have been getting pretty upset at the numerous 
Canada geese. They are starting to employ strategies 
to stop them from spoiling local fields and parks.    
 
They are employing “secret” backroom strategies.   
Secret, backroom strategies?  Ok, “secret” sounds a 
little strong, but let me ask you this: Did you know 
about the following three nuisance goose abatement 
strategies? :  
 
1. Some towns have applied for and gotten United 
States Fish and Wildlife depredation permits.   These 
permits allow trained personnel to oil or shake (kill) 
Canada geese eggs in their nest so that the geese keep 
on incubating the eggs without knowing that they 
aren’t going to hatch.    By the time the adult nesting 
geese realize the eggs aren’t hatching, it will be later 
in the nesting season so that it reduces the recruitment 
of young goslings into a town pond or park system.   
Permitted egg oilers/shakers locate Canada geese 
nests, oil/shake the eggs and report back to the US  
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Fish and Wildlife Service.   If eggs were removed or 
destroyed from the nest the nesting geese would 
renest.  The female goose lays one egg a day and 
starts incubating them once a clutch is laid (usually 6 
to 10 eggs). 
 
2. Some towns have employed companies that have 
trained dogs that run around athletic fields and spook 
the geese off the fields.   This is a full time effort that 
requires sun-up to sundown efforts.   It isn’t cheap.   
 
The goose damage reduction efforts sound like they 
should take care of the problem,… right?      
 
Well… not quite…, in the first example of oiling the 
eggs to prevent hatching, success is pretty good the 
first few years and then the geese learn to nest off site 
and then bring their goslings into the athletic fields 
later after hatching out.  
 
The second example is about scaring the geese off the 
fields by employing companies that use trained dogs.   
The geese are successfully spooked off certain fields 
but are concentrated in higher numbers on the other 
grass fields in the region.   
 
Essentially, it puts more geese on other fields in the 
area that the dogs aren’t working.    
 
3. Stay tuned because in the near future you may see 
your town try another strategy that is legal but will 
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cost a lot of taxpayer dollars to implement.   It is 
called the Goose Round-up.   
 
What is the Goose Round-up?   
 
There is a Goose Round-up for the purposes of 
research that is done by State wildlife biologists to 
mark geese during the molting period (June/July) to 
study geese.  
 
The more recent “Goose Round-up” technique is a 
goose population management strategy which 
involves getting special State and Federal Permits and 
licensed nuisance wildlife control operators to round 
up (capture) geese during their flightless period in 
June and July;  humanely kill them; process them for 
consumption and distribute them to local food shelters 
and the like. 
 
Knowing what you know now, do you believe that the 
public considers Canada geese a renewable natural 
resource?   
 
The last example (Goose Round-up), at least, captured 
geese will go to food shelters and will be used for 
feeding people.   There is, however, a cost to 
taxpayers in all three examples.  The egg oiling costs 
time and money.  The trained dog goose chasing costs 
time and money.  The Goose Round-up will cost time 
and money. 
 
One potential solution that I haven’t mentioned yet 
does not cost any taxpayer money.  It actually makes 
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money for wildlife conservation and the general tax 
fund. 
  
Are you kidding me ?  No. 
    
It is called REGULATED HUNTING! 
 
Hunters are willing to pay to hunt geese.  They will 
buy their regular firearms hunting license ($14), a 
federal migratory bird stamp ($15), a State migratory 
bird stamp ($10), and a harvest program permit ($2).    
Hunters are even willing to pay hundreds of dollars 
each year to lease fields from landowners to have 
hunting access for the geese.      
 
Hunters also pay a federal excise tax on all their 
hunting equipment, firearms and ammunition.   This 
user-pay excise tax goes to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for distribution to the 50 states for use in 
wildlife research, land purchase, conservation 
education and hunting safety programs.     This federal 
excise tax was self-imposed by sportsmen through the 
Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937 when sportsmen 
wanted a way to fund wildlife conservation and it has 
become the successful model for the world. 
 
So you may be asking yourself right now, “if 
sportsmen will pay to hunt geese, why don’t we let 
them?”  
 
There is a short and a long answer to this question.   
The short answer is that the majority of society does 
not view Canada geese as a renewable natural 
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resource that could be harvested.   If they did view 
Canada geese as a renewable natural resource 
everyone would be bending over backwards to 
facilitate the harvest of geese by hunters rather than 
trying to facilitate secret egg oiling programs or spend 
taxpayers money to hire dogs to chase them off fields.     
 
The long answer to the question is linked to educating 
the public about geese being a renewable natural 
resource that can be harvested by hunters willing to 
pay to procure those birds.   Once the public 
understands, then we can employ harvest strategies to 
improve the hunter’s ability to harvest resident non-
migratory geese.     
 
The migratory Canada goose population is not 
growing very fast because they are hunted (harvested) 
from Canada all the way to the Mid-Atlantic States.    
Wildlife biologists have studied the two populations 
of geese for decades and have successfully advocated 
for longer hunting seasons through their reports and 
have suggested hunting regulation changes to 
facilitate longer seasons and larger bag limits for 
resident geese.    Some success at reducing Canada 
geese populations has occurred in Connecticut, but 
there are still ongoing goose population problems in 
some areas of the State. 
 
If you were an avid goose hunter and you wanted to 
harvest more geese, you would quickly realize that 
gaining access to private land where geese are staging 
or feeding is a big challenge.    Landowners hold the 
key to making goose hunting successful in their 
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towns.  If they facilitate hunting access to their land 
then they will become part of the solution to reduce 
resident goose populations otherwise they remain the 
problem. 
 
How do we increase access to geese on these 
inaccessible private lands?  Over 80 percent of      
land in Connecticut is privately owned.  There are                     
dozens of parcels of land owned by private, municipal 
and state entities that are golf courses, water supply 
lakes, parks and refuges where geese are present and 
hunting is prohibited.      
 
We need to change the minds of the owners of these 
lands about geese and convince them that they should 
allow this renewable natural resource to be harvested 
and managed for not only the benefit of the hunters 
but also for the benefit of society at large.   Resident 
Canada geese can be harvested and their populations 
can be brought in balance with local interests of 
maintaining clean water and clean fields that are free 
of hundreds of geese, each defecating about a quart a 
day of fecal material. 
 
We need to educate the public and make them aware 
that hunters are willing to pay to harvest geese, rather 
than use taxpayer’s dollars to kill geese and 
potentially waste this renewable natural resource.   
 
Some may think that I am idealistic in my thinking 
and that this concept would never work.     I can’t 
disagree more.  I know with education our society can 
accomplish anything.       I am confident that once 
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people fully understand the goose problem; the 
concept of managing a renewable resource and how it 
is based on scientific principles; and overseen by 
professional wildlife biologists, this concept will be 
embraced by most that have common sense and 
willingness to solve this wildlife management issue. 
 
Let’s roll up our sleeves, get to the drawing board and 
become creative in our solutions to the Canada goose 
population problem. 
 
There is another ecologically based solution, in 
addition to hunting, to reducing the growing 
population of Canada geese that can be implemented 
on a landscape scale.   
 
This solution requires reducing lawn areas that geese 
use to feed on.   If large lawn areas were allowed to 
grow tall like hay, geese would find it less favorable.  
Geese need short and mowed green grass.   They are 
primarily grazers of lush green grass.    They find tall 
meadow grass and wildflowers less appealing and 
have a hard time feeding on it.   Allowing more edges 
around ponds and lakes to grow into brush and trees 
helps reduce the habitat of geese.    
 
In many cases, landowners keep a pond’s perimeter 
maintained in lawn that requires mowing, fertilizing, 
and pesticide applications each year.     
 
Instead of constantly mowing a patch of a short 
monoculture of grass, you can plant an area of diverse 
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native wildflowers and grasses that could be mowed 
only once a year, rather than 8 to 12 times a year.    
 
Imagine a pond with 80 to 90 percent of its edges in 
native wildflowers, native grasses, native shrubs and 
native trees.   The native plants don’t require constant 
mowing.  The native plants provide nectar and larval 
food sources for many of our beneficial insects and 
hummingbirds.     
 
Creating native patches of plants around a pond also 
provides shading to the water, which cools it and 
increases oxygen-holding capacity.  The native 
plantings also reduce fertilizer run-off and attenuate 
any pollutant that may travel across it.  The native 
planting provides nesting habitat for many of our 
beautiful songbirds.   They also produce seeds and 
berries that are available for the seasonal needs of our 
wildlife.   The diverse patch of native plants provides 
us ecological services that we don’t have to pay for.    
 
Instead of mowing unnecessary lawn space and 
spending time, money and energy on something that 
basically looks green; try establishing a native plant 
patch that provides a multitude of benefits for the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 

�
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I remember as a young boy making Pinocchio noses 
out of the winged seeds of a large maple tree in our 
back yard.    I would pick up the winged seed, split 
open the two halves and place it on my nose.  A white 
sticky substance from the seed would cause it to stick 
to my nose.    It was a fun thing to do.   What I didn’t 
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know at that age was that this prolific seed producer 
was the “potentially” non-native (invasive) Norway 
Maple (Acer platanoides (see Illustration 8). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the non-native invasive (technically listed as 
“potentially” invasive) Norway Maple (Acer 
platanoides)  provides quick shade for a yard in new 
subdivision, they spread to our forests and displace 
our more valuable native trees and shrubs (see 
Illustration 9). 
 
Cornell University research (Martin 1999) has 
reported that a greater number of Norway Maples 
grow under Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) stands 
than the reverse.  In other words,  there is something 
about Norway Maple stands that Sugar Maples find 
inhospitable.      
 

Ilustration 8.  Winged seeds of the invasive non-native 
Norway Maple. 
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Our forefathers didn’t plant non-native Norway 
Maples, they planted the native Sugar Maple.   They 
went to the back forty, dug up a Sugar Maple 
seedling, planted in the yard.  The Sugar Maple would 
eventually become shade for their livestock and get 
tapped 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
for sugar maple syrup production.   They would also 
enjoy the brilliant autumn colors of this beautiful 
native maple (see Illustration 10). 
 
When you landscape your yard please consider 
planting Connecticut’s beautiful native plants and you 
will create a more eco-friendly environment.    Native 
plants are adapted to our soils and climate.  They also 
have coevolved with our local wildlife.   
 

 
Illustration 9.   The invasive non-native Norway Maple 
in the understory of a Sugar Maple stand. 
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Invasive non-native plants create disruptions in the 
natural landscape by displacing our native plants and 
usurping the available sunlight and nutrients.   
Invasive non-native plants have been compared to 
malignant tumors waiting to spread .    
 
For a list of non-native invasives please see the 
University of Connecticut’s Plant Science 
Department’s web site. 
 
Consumers aren’t the only one to blame for the 
invasive non-native plant problem.   There is plenty of 
blame to go around for everyone.   Soil scientists, 
wildlife biologists, CT Department of Transportation, 
horticulturists, and nurserymen all have to share the 

 

Illustration 10.   Sugar Maple has a beautiful autumn color and 
provides seeds for wildlife. 
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burden of non-native invasives introductions and 
plantings.   The soil scientists wanted aggressive 
plants to stop soil erosion.  The wildlife biologists 
wanted prolific berry producers.   CT DOT planted 
invasives along highways.  The horticulturalists 
wanted something that looks good.  The nurserymen 
wants to import something new and different to sell.    
 
Plants like the non-native invasive Japanese 
Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) were considered good 
at stopping soil erosion with their aggressive rhizomes 
and spreading habit.  Unfortunately, its soil erosion 
capabilities don’t outweigh it aggressive displacement 
of native vegetation.   You can now find this plant 
growing out of our storm drains in some areas (see 
Illustration 11). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nurserymen and horticulturalists undoubtly are fond 
of plants and take pride in introducing new varieties 

Illustration 11.  Invasive non-native Japanese 
Knotweed growing out of a storm drain. 
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for the consumer.   In their quest for the next most 
colorful  flower or other uniqueness, they weren’t 
aware of the invasiveness of some of their marketed 
plants.   They, just like the other professions, I 
mentioned, looked at plants with only their 
perspective in mind.    
 
As invasive non-natives began to spread on the 
landscape everyone had to take a moment to sigh and 
realize that some plants just aren’t worth growing 
because the health of the natural environment is more 
important.    
 
Everyone knows now that there are so many better 
plant choices out there than the invasives.    Some 
have stopped propagating or selling invasive non-
native plants but, unfortunately, some have been more 
litigious about it.    
 
I volunteered for my local inland wetlands 
commission for 7 years and witnessed a whole street 
side being planted with a monoculture of  Norway 
Maples.  I advised them not to plant the non-native 
invasive Norway Maple and to plant a variety of 
species of trees so that if a disease hit, it wouldn’t 
affect the entire street.  Planting diversity helps when 
a disease strikes a particular species of plant.    
 
Ask anyone who had a hedge entirely comprised of 
Eastern Hemlock when the invasive non-native wooly 
adelgid came into Connecticut in 1986.     The wooly 
adelgid had no natural predators in the United States.  
Its natural predators are found in Asia.  Anyone with a 
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hemlock hedge now knows the cost of spraying for 
this invasive non-native pest.   If a hedge was 
comprised of several species of plants, the whole 
hedge wouldn’t be affected and you would only lose 
some of the plants or you only have to spray 
pesticides to kill the invader on a portion of it.     
 
The great thing about plants is that there are so many 
to choose from and banning selected invasive non-
natives doesn’t mean banning planting.   The space 
that a Norway Maple would have filled can be filled 
with a non-invasive alternative tree.   People will still 
landscape their yards if non-native invasives are 
banned.    
 
The brilliant red color of the non-native winged 
euonymus (Euonymus alatus) catches the fancy of 
people in the fall as they gaze at its fall foliage.    
Unbeknownst to many, however, is the devilish 
behavior of this fiery-colored plant.  Unfortunately 
birds that eat its berries spread the invasive non-native 
winged euonymus seeds throughout forests all across 
Connecticut.   
 
If you doubt the aggressive nature of this plant, I 
suggest you take a field trip to the woods in your 
neighborhood and see it for yourself .  I saw a lot of it 
in the forests of the Bethel Land Trust in Bethel, CT.    
 
Take a look at Illustration 12 and notice the beautiful 
red foliage of one of Connecticut’s native shrubs.   
What species of shrub is this ?    When I show this 
photo in my talks, some stare at it with curiosity and 
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think it must be winged euonymus or some other 
exotic non-native because of its red foliage.    I took 
this photo on an autumn afternoon on a roadside in 
Farmington, Connecticut.  It is our native 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
highbush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum).   Most 
people would not consider including this plant in a 
landscape design because it is mostly used in gardens.  
People only think of this plant for their gardens to 
produce blueberries for their muffins and pies.     
 
Highbush blueberry is a great native shrub found in 
Connecticut in a variety of habitats from a wetland to 
a dry ridge top forest.  It provides summer berries and 
nesting cover for our songbirds. 
 
Wildlife biologists also had a learning curve when it 
came to invasive non-native plants.   The invasive 

 
Illustration 12. 
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non-native Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata) was 
planted for its prolific berry producing capabilities.  It 
was known for growing up to 80 lbs of fruit per 
mature plant.     The ecological damage is now visible 
along roadsides or in abandoned fields.  You can see 
how the Autumn Olive has displaced our native 
plants.   My family and I have declared an all out war 
against it in our 5-acre wild flower meadow.   We cut 
it, pull it, and herbicide the stumps anytime we find it 
on our land (see Illustration 13).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most do not consider the ecological value of plants.   
A highbush blueberry may never be able to match the 
winged euonymus brilliant red color but its value 
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Illustration 13.   The invasive non-native Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus umbellata) overtopping a native Silky Dogwood    
(Cornus amomum) at Charter Oak Tree Farm in Sprague, CT. 
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ecologically is so much higher.   We think of 
highbush blueberry when we think of picking 
blueberries in a garden; but just think if people would 
learn to plant it for its ecological value.    
 
By adding in native plants to our surroundings we can 
improve the ecological value of our landscaping.   
Instead of looking at the “instant gratification” 
qualities of a plant, we should look at the deeper, 
more significant, ecological value of plants.     
 
Plant diversity equals wildlife diversity.  Planting 
monocultures can lead to higher costs later on,  if a 
disease hits.    
 
The citizens of New Haven learned about what 
happens to monocultures when the demise of the 
American Elm (Ulmus americana ) along their streets 
occurred when Dutch Elm Disease hit “The Elm 
City”.   It is believed that the invasive non-native 
fungus originated on imported lumber from Europe.   
The fungus is spread on American Elms by bark 
beetles.    
 
Removal of dying American Elm in the United States 
because of Dutch Elm Disease is estimated at about 
100 million dollars a year.     
 
Native plants give so much more value to our 
landscape.   The more you learn about native plants 
the more you will appreciate them.   Take a simple 
native plant like the Silky Dogwood (Cornus 
amomum) (see Illustration 14).  As it overhangs the 
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water’s edge it provides cover for fish; it provides 
cover for waterfowl as they hunt for insects with their 
young in tow; songbirds nest in its thicket-like cover 
to be secure from predation; butterflies feed on the 
nectar of its blossoms and lay their eggs on their  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
leaves, which become a larval food.  It also feeds 
migratory songbirds during the fall migration. 
This is only one of many native shrubs found in 
Connecticut.  Wildlife and native plants have co-
evolved and are inter-dependent.    
 
What else does this shrub dogwood provide?  It 
provides soil stabilization and shades the water, which 
keeps oxygen levels higher with cooler waters.    
 

Illustration 14. Silky dogwood (Cornus amomum). 
(Yellow Warbler  photo by Paul Fusco). 

Picone 
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What about CT State Department of Transportation 
(D.O.T) habitat managers ?  It is great that they aren’t 
planting listed invasives anymore but I am amazed at 
how many Tree of Heaven and Autumn Olive patches 
are left behind after they do chainsaw work along an 
area of the highway.  They could be great habitat 
managers of invasives with some training on invasives 
identification. 
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It was Sunday morning and we were visiting my 
grandparents in their suburban apartment.   I always 
looked forward to this day because I knew that there 
was a good chance my grandma would have a live 
bird in a box for me.   She used to put breadcrumbs on 
the floor of the apartment’s screened porch and 
European Starlings and House Sparrows would slip 
through the openings in the screen and get stuck 
inside.   She would catch one and save it for me.    
What a thrill it was to hold a live bird in my youthful 
hands.    It was great holding the birds that my 
grandma gave me because all week I had no luck 
trying to catch one by putting salt on the bird’s tail.   
Yes, stop laughing, for several weeks I tried to catch 
birds in my yard by trying to sneak up to a bird and 
put salt on its tail.   My great uncle Peter told me that 
it was supposed to work and I was trying my hardest 
to catch a bird with the salt.   The method of catching 
birds by putting salt on their tails unfortunately was 
an old wives tale.   I can’t tell you how many attempts 
I tried until my Dad finally let me in on the secret:  “If 
you can get close enough to put salt on the bird’s tail, 
you can catch it as well”.    
 
Only the length of the day, chores or homework 
curtailed the time I spent on the fascination for  
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wildlife.   Wild creatures have stirred a curiosity in me 
that has only intensified, as I grow older.     
 
Chasing songbirds in my yard with table salt and 
unsuccessfully catching them lead me to pursue other 
more advantageous techniques.   I soon discovered 
that I could catch birds using a box, a stick, a string 
and some bait.   My bedroom window was always 
propped open a tad to allow the passage of a string 
that was attached to a stick that was holding up a box, 
which I had placed breadcrumbs underneath.   I would 
sometimes spend hours at a time during the day 
waiting for a bird to come to my capture station.   My 
objective, at the time, was not to harm the bird but to 
catch it, hold it in my hands for a couple of seconds 
and then release it.    The first bird I captured was a 
Blue jay and I was in awe as I held the bird and 
observed its colorful plumage.   The second bird I 
remember catching was a male Cardinal.   I found out 
quickly that the seed-crushing beak of the Cardinal 
has a pretty devastating effect on the tender skin 
between the fingers of the hand.   Boy, did I release 
that bird fast!   
 
 
 

�
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It was a Friday, late afternoon that my uncle John, a 
local postal carrier, found a baby animal on the lawn 
as he delivered mail to a house.   He carefully placed 
it in a shoebox filled with tissue paper.  He called me 
and asked if I could take care of it.  I looked in the 
shoebox and I found this small creature with its eyes 
closed and a small gash on the side of its head.   The 
little creature turned out to be a baby gray squirrel.        
I cared for the baby squirrel and weaned it off its baby 
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formula.  It soon started eating solid foods.   I actually 
enjoyed taking care of it at this stage because no more 
poop scooping and washing the squirrels posterior 
with wet tissues.     
 
I named the young squirrel Scungillo.   Scungillo-the-
squirrel grew week by week, until finally it was an 
adult-sized squirrel.  I built a shelter out of a hollow 
log that I found in the woods.   I hung this shelter in 
our grape arbor in the side yard.   Scungillo would 
climb up and rest in the shelter and accepted peanuts 
and assorted nuts from my hand during the day.  
Scungillo became very tame and accepted my 
presence and my offerings pretty much at will at any 
time.     He grew pudgy from the good life he was 
leading.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Illustration 17. “Scungillo”,a gray squirrel, eating a peanut. 
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Scungillo was the center of many conversations at our 
house.    He was a sight to see.    His fate, however 
was about to take a turn for the worse on a spring 
Sunday morning.   My uncle Gaetano, who lived two 
houses up the street from me, came over bringing 
fresh Italian pastries.  He was carrying them in one 
hand as he approached the porch side of the house and 
was about to ring the doorbell when Scungillo came 
hustling out of his shelter to see “what kind of 
goodies” someone had for him.   Scungillo must have 
thought the goodies were for him because he climbed 
up my uncle’s leg, then over his back and onto his 
arms and aimed straight for the pastries.   My uncle 
panicked, started yelling and screaming and flung 
Scungillo through the air out of self-defense.   The 
pastries went flying, the squirrel went flying, … 
Italian cuss words went flying…  it was a scene.    
 
I was inside the house, heard the commotion and 
jumped up and ran outside, only to get bit three times 
myself by Scungillo as I tried to calm him down.   
Needless to say, my uncle was a basket case.   We 
brought him inside and used peroxide and gauze to 
clean his scratch marks created from Scungillo’s 
claws trying to climb down my Uncle’s arms.  He was 
unfortunately wearing a short-sleeved shirt.   
  
I decided to take Scungillo to a forest at the edge of 
town and release him, hoping that he would get back 
to the wild and forget about the humans that saved his 
life but also messed it up.     This was another hard 
lesson learned for me as the “Wildlife Rehabilitator”.     
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For those of you interested in wildlife rehabilitation, I 
hope my true stories help you understand the problem 
with imprinting of the animals I had rescued.    
 
The Department of Environmental Protection (D.E.P) 
has a permitting process for wildlife rehabilitators.   
 
Today, there are training seminars that are given 
periodically to help wildlife rehabilitators learn 
methods and procedures of rehabilitating wild injured 
or orphaned animals.  If you ever want to partake in 
wildlife rehabilitation, you must attend the seminars, 
pass a test and buy a license.    
 
As you see from my examples, wildlife rehabilitation 
is a challenging endeavor with the results not always 
as favorable as hoped. 
 
Sometimes I wonder if it is worth trying to save 
common wildlife species like gray squirrels when they 
are so abundant and common in our State.     
 
You may be surprised to learn that the D.E.P allows 
invasive non-native birds such as invasive non-native 
House Sparrows and invasive non-native European 
Starlings to be rehabilitated by licensed rehabilitators.    
The day that we end this unwise practice is the day we 
would have made progress in our educational and 
wildlife management efforts.    
 
I hope that rehabilitators would become more 
ecologically aware and would put their efforts only 
into saving uncommon species such as hawks, owls, 
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and turtles rather than squirrels, invasive non-native 
House sparrows and European Starlings.    Increasing 
the number of non-native invasive House Sparrows 
and invasive non-native European Starlings through 
wildlife rehabilitation will only increase competition 
and harm to our native songbirds such as the Eastern 
Bluebirds, Tree Swallows and House Wrens.  
  
Politics, more than common sense wildlife 
management, plays a role in this. 
 
If the animal in question was a rare or threatened 
species then we should do everything we can to save 
every individual animal.    To allow a non-native 
invasive species to be reared and released back into 
the wild is counter productive to fostering a better 
environment for our native wildlife populations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
Female invasive non-native House Sparrow on nest 
box.    

T. Testa 
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In July of 2004, I fulfilled a life-long dream of owning 
my own raw land.   I had this goal in mind since I was 
a college student at UCONN.  I remember sitting in 
my forest management class and I kept thinking that 
someday I wanted to own my own land to hunt, fish, 
camp, hike, farm and practice forest and wildlife 
habitat management.   Twenty years and two second 
mortgages later, I made it happen.    There is nothing 
more rewarding to me than to know that I am the 
steward of this land and that wildlife is going to also 
have this land forever.  There is no greater gift to 
wildlife than to buy raw land and to be protecting it 
and caring for it.   
 
It is truly the ultimate gift to our fellow inhabitants 
that have no voice.   We, as humans, hold the land and 
determine the future conditions of that land.     
 
My family and I enjoy the passive aspect of the land 
but also have harvested several renewable natural 
resources from the land such as deer, turkey and fish.  
We are managing the habitat especially the invasive 
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non-native plants that have taken over on some areas 
of the land. We have converted a cornfield to a 
biodiverse meadow with native grasses and 
wildflowers.    We have planted over a 100 native 
berry-producing shrubs so far.  
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the first day visiting our land my son Anthony and 
I encountered a hen wild turkey and 5 poults (see 
Illustration 18).  The hen wild turkey hid behind 
vegetation while the poults froze in place.  One poult 
was right next to my foot, motionless.   I reached 
down, picked it up and handed it to my son.  I took a 
quick picture with my digital camera as the hen turkey 
putted and made a broken wing display to distract us.   

Our 2006 Christmas Card photo taken in front of our land.      
Left side: Neil, JoAnne, Wild Turkey, Anthony and Peter 

   Charter Oak Tree  Farm 

  Conservation and Management 

 Native Plants and Wildlife 

Private Land 
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We let the poult go and several others ran towards the 
hen and the disappeared into the tall vegetation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have developed a Forest Stewardship Plan in 
conjuction with DEP Forestry and consulted with 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
professionals for the land . We have a ten-year work 
schedule of various habitat projects for managing and 
restoring the habitats of the property. 
 
I will care for this land until the day I can pass it on to 
the next stewards, hopefully my heirs: my children 
and grand children or to the State of Connecticut or 
the U.S. Forest Service to remain in its natural 

Illustration 18.  Turkey poult in Anthony Picone’s hands at 
Charter Oak Tree Farm in Sprague, CT.    
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condition to promote habitat diversity for wildlife and 
remain undeveloped into perpetuity. 
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It was a late afternoon in early September and my 
wife and I decided to finish off the day at 
Hammonasett State Beach in Madison, CT.   We 
wanted to relax, read a book and feel the ocean breeze 
until the sunlight dimmed.    The ocean breeze was 
brisk and cooler than expected so we decided to pack 
it in a little earlier than we had planned.   As we 
walked back to the vehicle, I couldn’t help but notice 
several Monarch butterflies flying by and landing in 
the pines and cedars lined along the beach and 
walking path.   There were hundreds of Monarchs 
landing in clusters on the opposite side of the stiff 
ocean breeze (see Illustration 22).   I was really 
surprised at the large numbers of Monarchs landing in 
the evergreen cover.  I snapped a bunch of photos and 
I kind of stood there in awe at these tiny aerodynamic 
creatures trying to negotiate the stiff ocean breeze. 
To think that these tiny organic creatures can 
maneuver and travel the long distances that they do is 
one of nature’s wonders.    
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As I watch the colorful acrobats, my mind drifts back 
to the time my mother-in-law was trying to save the 
milkweed plant at my house from being eaten by 
those “pesky”  [Monarch butterfly] caterpillars.    
 
The wonders of nature are all around us, all we have 
to do is allow our hearts and minds to become 
receptive to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
    

 
 
One day, we were checking the woods on our land for 
invasive non-native plants.   I was carrying a 
container of Round-up (TM) (Glyphosate) herbicide 
and Anthony, my son, was caring a lopper and a bow 
saw.    We methodically checked a patch of woods 
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Ilustration 22.  Monarch butterflies resting during 
migration in September at Hammonasett State Park, 
Connecticut. 
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and found an invasive non-native winged euonymus 
(Euonymus alata) shrub. So, we plan our attack.  
Anthony cuts the nasty plant at its base and I paint on 
some herbicide to prevent resprouting.   Out of the 
corner of my eye I spot a little movement.  It is a 
marbled salamander(Ambystoma opacum) (see 
Illustration 23). 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a creature.  I quickly called my wife JoAnne and 
son, Neil on my walkie-talkie and tell them to bring 
the camera down so we can photograph it.   This 
unique salamander has a very interesting behavior.   It 
is a fall breeder and the male marbled salamander 
leaves sperm packets on the ground.  The female finds 
the packets and finishes the transfer.    
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Illustration 23.  Marbled salamander (Ambystoma 
opacum) at Charter Oak Tree Farm in autumn of 2007. 
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I try not to be anthropomorphic about wildlife but it is 
hard not to think that the marbled salamander’s sex 
life can’t be too much fun.  Its strategy though is one 
that most likely has evolved to improve its ability to 
reproduce successfully. 
 
Herpetologist Hank Gruner visited one day to search 
the land for more marbled salamanders and he found a 
four-toed salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum�  (see 
Illustration 24).    
 
The marbled and the four-toed salamander 
observations were the first confirmations of these two 
species of salamanders in the town of Sprague and for 
several surrounding towns.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�
 

 
Illustration 24. Four-toed salamander (Hemidactylium 
scutatum) in herpetologist Hank Gruner’s hand at Charter Oak 
Tree Farm, Sprague, CT. 
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By the way, the four-toed salamander has the same 
reproductive strategy as the marbled.   
 
You never know what you are going to find out there 
when you are working on the land.   The invasive 
plant management that my family and I have been 
doing on our land has lead to some very interesting 
wildlife discoveries.    
 
Another day, while working on invasives management 
on the land.   I found some Carrion beetles 
(Necrophila americana) on some animal detritus on a 
log (see Illustration 25).   �
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
 

 

Illustration 25.  Carrion beetle (Necrophila americana) 
found on carrion at Charter Oak Tree Farm in Sprague, 
CT. 
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I am passionate about wildlife because it gives 
us so much more than we can ever give back 
to it.   To hear the songs of our diverse 
songbirds; to hunt for wildlife on a cool, crisp 
autumn morning; to see the soaring majestic 
Bald Eagle; and to feel the freshness of our 
forests, fields, ponds and rivers is what keeps 
me vibrant and alive.    Nature will always be 
there for us if we take care of it.   We are the 
stewards of our renewable natural resources.  
Wildlife will renew itself so long as we learn to 
manage its habitats and its populations and 
balance their needs with our needs.    
 
I hope this book helps you unlock some of the 
passion for wildlife that is inside your hearts 
and inside your minds.   We only have one 
chance to do it right.  Let’s enjoy the bounty of 
natures wonders and shed the mistakes and 
ignorance of the past that permanently 
destroyed some of our wildlife species.    
 
Learning, sharing, and working together we 
can manage wildlife as renewable natural 
resources.   
 
Let’s join together and make it happen, right 
here, in this beautiful land of America.   
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