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Pink Ladyslipper (Cypripedium acaule) 
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This short loop on the nature trail is dedicated to Greg Brezicki, a 
local school teacher and naturalist.  Mr. Brezicki would take his 
students out to Panthorn Park to learn about nature during the school 
year.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author Peter M. Picone has been a lifelong resident of 
Southington, CT.   He loves to share his passion for the outdoors 
and share his knowledge of nature with the public. 
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“Emphasis of our trails is to open the 
eyes and hearts of children and adults 
to their interdependence with the 
natural world around them…” 
                Greg M. Brezicki   
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The native wildflower, Spotted Jewelweed or Wild Impatiens 
(Impatiens capensis) can be seen growing here in the spring and 
summer months.   
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Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) is a native tree with blossoms 
that look like tulips.    These beautiful blossoms have nectar for 
hummingbirds.   This tree can grow straight and tall. 
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Jewelweed’s tubular flowers feed nectar to the hummingbirds in the 
late summer and early fall.   Jewelweed is related to the Impatiens 
that are planted as annuals in yards.  
  
Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda cinnamomeaa) also grows here in this 
wet area.  You can see the center spike (stipe or leaf stalk) is a 
cinnamon-like color in spring and summer. 
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Spotted Jewelweed 
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Tulip tree blossom 
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American Beech (Fagus Americana) has gray smooth bark, provides 
beechnuts in the fall for wildlife.  It is a shade tolerant tree. 
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Low bush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium) is a low growing 
native shrub.   It produces small blueberries that ripen in July.  
Wildlife including wild turkeys and turtles will eat the ripened 
berries.   The low bush blueberry is related the garden blueberries 
that people plant in their gardens.   
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Pink Lady Slipper (Cypripedium acaule) is a beautiful native 
wildflower.   Please be careful walking through this area and take 
care not to step on them.   Observe them with care. 
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Witch hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) is a native shrub that has 
several unique characteristics.   It flowers in the fall, unlike most 
plants.    It creates a seed that resembles a hazelnut: hence its name.  
Its plant juices are used in creating an astringent sold on the market.   
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White Oak (Quercus alba) is Connecticut’s State tree : a.k.a. The 
Charter Oak.     White oaks are majestic trees that provide sweet 
acorns for wildlife in the fall. 
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Black oak (Quercus velutina) has a darker bark.  Its leaves are 
pointed in contrast to the rounded lobes of the white oak.   Black oak 
has seeds that germinate in the spring months in contrast to the 
white oak acorns that germinate in the fall upon falling to the 
ground.   
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Dead trees provide habitat for a variety of wildlife especially 
woodpeckers that need dead or dying wood to create there nesting 
cavities.   Flying squirrels seek cover inside cavities of dead or 
dying trees .   Never lean up against or try to push a dead tree 
because it could be a danger to you and bystanders.  Observe and do 
not touch!   
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